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Bill Snyder of Central , Park Zoo to: Quit
. ,., ,,.-.- .. . !'

Head. Keeper and Great Elephant Trainer Employed in City's. Menagerie to Retire After
I Thirty-fear- s Formed an Endowment Fund by Selling Surplus Animals

BIJSS. song .these days after thirty yean
of rorilimimw serrice aa keener of the

application for a pension baaed on thirty
rears Iiard work aerea days a week and
363 days to Abe year is now "before the
Board of Estimate, and when all has been

aaid and done along that line be will do

anything except write a book on cle- -

phants. Not that be has anything against
the honest pachyderm, which he thinls .
is the best friend of aaan and the most in-

telligent of ell beasts, bat having knorii
elephants all his life be. does not want to-be- t

ray all of their secrets.
Although Bill can train anything froi.i

a canary to a hippopotamus, the ele-

phant was bis first love, and his fame,
which is worldwide, is that of "Bill Snv- -

der the elephant man." Thjuasands o
children, year in and year outhave been
amused by his wonderful skilwith the. big
beasts, and even grave, aaientiafa Jiare
come to him to get more elephntJrisdom'.

At 'first, as he confesses after these
aaany years, he was afraid of elephants,
and although he was a. country boy he
never liad any joy in watering them. Il
was not until after he liad actually
"Joined on" with "The Greatest Show on
Earth' that he made friends with them.

Bill was born fiftv-fiv- e vears aeo on a
l farm naai V1 1 1 o T'lntn-- : TTltt nniriliql

name was William, lie did chores about
the place, wore red top boots with copper
toes, yam mittens and tippet in winter

and went to Sunday school
iae, His. family were of the good olil

.i u:n I.-- ..- .1. ......

1 as a farmer if it had not been for the
If I circus boarders.

i '

-- c ti r.. r . -- i. . ..' t! .: .""

jnu3i.uj. Uc mujcrs.uuuui ,, tuic llama
were taking camels and gnus and yaks
and pinto ponies and such creatures which
were sent out1 from the crowded winter
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Or ZOO.

quarters of the Barnum circus at Bridge- - many of the feats. who. is still
port, about thirty miles from where Bill a zoo star, is one of. the best trained, elo--
Snyder was bom. Bill's father tookome phants in the world, and what with, the
buffalo to board, and one day pne of iheiu magazines, the newspapers and the
got out of the barn and ran away. Bill movies, she. Ls known in even- - land under
went after him and traced the animal so "

the sun. .She can ring bells, sit at the
close to Bridgeporflhat lie 'put 'a ring table and eat a dinner with knife and
in the creature's nose' and took him in to fork, creep Jike baby, walk on her hind
winter quarters. He was only 18 then .legs, almost stand on her head, sit up
and husky for bis. age";" and he had such and wave, her off forefoot like a. hand,

i " 1 - 'V . i. i 1' i i i i , . ., ...mj wiiii nun mc unu mtb.t acu ana swing iter irunic as uioiigu it were a
how he would like' to join on." There.
was no vacancy.tjben In (he animal

wi'Teady'lo start 'in as
a canvasmati and' be did on 'March 15,

'" - -1883.
here was in the herd a star pachyderm

known as 'Thc'Wbite Elephant." Just
bow much "of an Albino' Pilot was may
be left' to Jane. ' Scrubbing and rubbing"
do a great deal' when persistently followed.
Pilot prilled hp liis chain peg out at Chil-licotb- c,

'Mo., in 1884 and started on a
cross-count- tret. Young Bill Snyder
was of life 'searching party 'which found
him. Pilot welcomed Bill as a' long lost'' elephant,
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brother," and was evident to Life with the elephants has not
with the that that WA- - been a for Snyder, for

mati. ' ' ' "the has liad two tragedies
So he was put to" work breaking ele- - out in its

to do in the Forcpaugh gave the in
his and ltjS!) the elephant a.

more and re were put in magnificent specimen. Like m many.el-Bill'- s

He had of four-- reach maturity, Tip
of the before in his a gave him

the the temper. Tip said to
' of eighteen.

' !Cifhouh the of the lias
never last its hold rfn Bill- - Snyder Ik de-

rided in 1888 to 'lay off' for a year and
went to the Park zoo as a
He became ho interest! in the work
which- he made alt his "own, that he
all cars.

I5eing an elephant spcrialiM. it was not
long Bill, had the one ele-

phant the zoo had-'soni- few tricks and
legan looking for The
kind elephants lend to
park menageries arc not as a
rub', and Bill, who had- - drilled
with the herd. enough to what vm!l
be dime, select"! siine upil.s which were
worth-while- .

The gradiute of the Central
Park academy trick elephants was

a niiimal Mill got in
lor home zoological dii)Iicatcs.

SWwas for the daughter
Harriet. Often the tvo were seen

BILL SNYDER
'HEAD KEEPER CENTRAL PARK

Hattte,

drum baton. She has fourteen
tricks. .i

Hundreds of thousands' of. children
know Hatlie, lor a! a.-- many as

'50,000 to 73,000 persons have
past the cages of the Central Park
on pleasant Sunday afternoon. Often
special classes school children, went

Prof. Snyder demonstrate the in-

telligence his favorite student Hun-

dreds the in mate of. hospitals
crippled children have

laughed and- chipped their hands at the
sight of (he antics of this litgbly trained

it everybody always
show after Snyder pleasure "Bill"

a born' "elephant zoo which stand
aunals.

phants tricks tanbark ring. Adam to. park
Veteran keepers became helpcis famous Asiatic Tip,

too vaTmints"- -

'school.- - charge phants which de-tc-

beasts long, and veloped diseas-'- - which an st

vehron rrfad string consisted curable is have killed

smell tnubark

Central keeper.
there,

stayed
these;.

before taught

mfre-bi- t pnpils.
of which circuses

tractable
d

know

known
of Ilal-ti- c.

yoiiug which

named keeper's
Matties

major's
good

Jiim-- s

crowded

eight men. and several times he nearlv
go! away with the life of such an adept

' Kl' the hook as William Snyder.
death warrant was signed aud'ufter
sevcral attempt Bill managed to dispose
of him by feeding cyanide of otassiiiiii
capr-uh-r- . to him iu sweetened bran.

Tom, another elephant which was in flic
Mint! house, was killed much in the same
way on account of an ingrowing and
malevolent disposition.

. When all said abmit the oltcu evil
ways of clcpbants. Hill Snyder still main-
tain.- that the liupe lc;i-.- arc after all
the bcM and moM intelligent friemU of
men.

"I always wai lond of burses and
dogs," said Hill the other day, "but tak-

ing it by and large the elephant is the
ablest and best all around dumb creature
on earth. Compnicd to bis size the brain
of an clepliant is small. I've seen the
brains of all the elephants ever killed in
this zoo, and they do not look much bigger

mass of bone tbfcelenhant does eood Work. . came into, this earth 'tdane at the
all if elenliant is not'aoTinx- - ' when the lierobf Manila BaV returned
ious td learn stunts, but once'he doea he
always, remembers them. After elephants'
have ixxn out' of practice for aibntlts they
will go back to their tricks. '

"Their memory for words is good and
they come as near knowing what a man
is talking 'about as docs any animal I know
of. Monkeys can learn tricks, but they
have nothing like the brain power that an
elephant lias. I never did take any stock
in the idea that a monkey was kin to
man, for there is nothing that shows that
a monkey could develop any real intel-

ligence. The elephant' can think and he
works and acts a good deal like a human
being.

''I've seen elephants pushing a string of
freight cars about and doing it as though
they were engineers. Hattie here in the
zoo can drag a snow plough over the
walks all by herself and do it just as well
as if a man were bossing the job. The
elephant ran do more work with less fuss
than any other animal.

".lust right here let me say tliat there
is little in the idea that elephants hold
grudges agaiust people that injure them.
The elephant lias a good memory, but he
is not a good hater. There is nothing to
the old story ahoijthc tailor who stuck
a needle into an elephant's hide and was
killed for that act t'venty years later.
Likewise there is no foundation, as far
as I know, for all the stories that arc told
aloul the fellow who gives a plug of
tobacco to some circus elephants and
gets his when the show plays a return
engagement years and years- - afterward.
No elephant will take anything from a"
man if he docs not want it that is, not
from any man he irieets in"a circus. Some
elephants like tobacco, just as most
monkey-- ; do. Jttinbo was the biggest to-

bacco chewer I ever knew. He would
ask for a chew the minute you came hear
him ami start to take it out of a keeper's
piK'ket. Klephants do not kill people usu-
ally unless they arc suffering from dis-

ease or madness, for their natural dispo-
sition is friendly."

Next to the elephant, Bill Snyder is
partial to the hippopotamus. The reason
for that may 1m; that these animals have
long been the financial backbone of the
Central Park Zoo. For the last eighteen
years, ever since Snyder was made head
keeper and also under his administration
of the last seven years as director, the
menagerie lias Ix-e-n as far
as acquisition of animals is concerned.
There is now a reserve fund of .f3,00d
which Bill will leave when he goes out of
office.

The excess of the creatures which have
been bred in the Central Park cages have
in all these years, been exchanged and
sold, and of the amounts realized at least
?!)0,000 should 'be "credited to Mr. and
Mrs. Caliph. The maiden name of the
mother of famed hippopotami was Miss
Mnqihy. She was liought from Hageu-hac- k

in 1880 for .f5,000, and is now aliout
33 years old. The pair are now appraised
at .50,000. Their children, of which then;
were thirteen, were scattered all over the
world and six of them at least are star
performers in the leading circuses.

Snyder has had wonderful success in
breeding lions iu captivity and especially
iu keeping them in condition. All the
lions in the park zoo never saw the jungle,
nor did they raven in the tropic night.
The reason that they look so fiene and
lit is tliat they have been dieted and med-icinc- d

for years by Bill Snyder, who
knows exactly how to meet all the ills
which are likely to come from their arti-
ficial life. He feeds them with great care
during the week and makes them fast on
Sundays, for ls experience has shown
that the carnivores are better for it. All
the vegetarians of the zoo eat seven davs
a week.

The most motherly of the lions is Helen,
now well on in years, who has given birth
to thirty-thre- e cubs, and, although a great-

within
weeks to present another family to the
zoo. The father of her children is Leo
II., the successor Leo I., who was the
leading lion when Bill Snyder took hold
iu the animal houses.

The queen of bis heart was Kose, who-lia-

long since been dead. Among the
iintitl linns bom in captivity and still
hcatlliuers in the park circuit are Akbar

toelbi;.- - inr Hie srirl leamod lroiii..hi:r Xb: dvesthe, bruin uf a man,. .With his.- - ami Tamerlane, named by. Xoruiw Park

time
in

triumph. The" Central -- Park hons have
been often used as models by the leading
sculptors and painters of the country.

Snyder is especially fond of the Sibe-

rian tiger Dick, one of the finest speci-

mens extant, of which he has taken great
care. One of the achievements of Bill
Snyder was keeping alive and presentable
that venerable jungle relic Smiles, the
rhinoceros. Smiles died only a few days
before last Christmas, thereby greatly
aiding the .conservation of distilled
liquors. She was bought from Cole'

circus in 1873 and was at least half a
century old when she died.

For the but ten years she lived bor-

rowed time and Bill Snyder was the
broker. Every two weeks she was rubbed
with neatsfoot oil to keep her from
wrinkling up and breaking at her creak-

ing joints. The animal was protected
from draughts, fed with warm bran mash,
and whenever she seemed to be especially
thirsty she. got a quart of the 'best
whiskey.

These are a few of the animals iu which
Bill Snyder has been especially interested
in his long career among the cages, yet
there arc hardly any of the beasts and
birds which have not been under his min-

istration. He knows by instinct what
animals need, and although he is not a
veterinarian he prescribes remedies for
his numerous patients which arc usually
panaceas for everything except old age
and poison. He lost a pair of tine camels
not long ago, but the autopsy showed
that the beasts had been poisoned by some
malicious person. Even at that lie nearly
saved their lives. He pnseribes for
monkeys and toucans and parrakeets, for
nvlgaln, yaks and dromedaries. He will
be sorely missed when finally he goes
away, for the creatures with whom he lias
lived so long will miss him, although
he says tliat he doesn't believe it.

"Animals," said Bill the other day,
'"arc like pcruons. They have their dif-

ferent ways and dispositions. It takes
years of study to get used to them and
lo understand them. When you get their
confidence they will do a whole lot for
you, and they know more than most peo-
ple believe they do. I've often been
asked if they have a language of their
own. I have been watching animals and
listening to them long enough to have
an opinion about that and I don't take
any stock in it at all. I've' seen n'll kinds
of records taken on the phonograph and
have heard the scientific folks'gb'all over
the subject, but I never saw anything,
that would hear out the idea that there
was any real conversation.

"Some people look surprised when I
tell them that I have applied to go away
from here. I've been at ' this' business,
man and boy, for going on forty years',
and that includes thirty with the city.
Believe m'e, it is ,not so easy as it was to
go into elephant cage and to be ready
to jump at the second in case there comes'
A sudden swat of a trunk. It's all very
well to work among the animals all day
and maybe to. sit up with some of them
all night, but there comes a time when a
man has passed '50 that he has had about
enough. '

"Sometimes in going around lien-- , cut-

ting up the meat for" cat animals and
seeing lhat the hippos chew up hay
proper, I feel, that a yon'ngcr man could
do these things a whole lot better. How-
ever, I've liad enough experience and
pleasure out of this work to make mo
feel thai I luivc done something in life.

"Now that the zoo js
in a way I think that this would be a
good time for me to . I've made a
lot of friends and girt many messages
of appreciation from people, especially
from those who haven't the money to go
to circuses or even to spend for carfare to
go long distancs. Then, too, there are
many of tlic rich who have laken a Weat
interest in this zoo, for although it doesn't

is likely a few take up very much space it is cousid'eml '

to

on

an

by some as tlic best known in the world.
I've met many travellers from disfmiV
countries who have come, Jic're when vis-

iting New York to sec the aiiimali liiey
have heard aliout iu their ovvu countries,
and sonic of them knew the names of our
elephants and lions as well as folks wlio
lived in the city."

If the city grants the application of
Suvdcr tie will leave on March X with

father how to put t,!. elephant through J.ille gray matter stuck a.Cmmisaioaer Stover,' and , Dewey, wb psision )f halt'pay.' t'


